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Present 

Future 

• The Arthritis Research UK Epidemiology Unit was 
established in 1954 by Professor Kellgren, who was a 
professor of rheumatology at the University of Manchester.  

It was first known as the Mobile Field Survey Unit and was 
set up to study rheumatic diseases in populations. 

The mobile field unit 

Professor Kellgren 

• The first survey was carried on coal miners at the Bedford 
Colliery in Leigh, Greater Manchester. All together, around 
700 people were x-rayed and examined. Later, many 
different occupational groups were  studied as part of a 
general survey of rheumatism in industry, including cotton 

workers and foundry workers.  

Past Introduction 
•  There is a research unit within the 
Stopford Building at the University of 
Manchester to study many different types 
arthritis and other disorders which affect 
your muscles, joints and bones. 

Did you know... 
Dogs and cats can get 

arthritis  too. 
Symptoms include 

sleeping more, 
difficulty sitting and 
less interest in play  

The Stopford Building 

The Arthritis Research UK Epidemiology Unit employs over 100 people and runs 
studies on a number of different areas, including: Childhood 

arthritis 

Childhood 
Arthritis  

Prospective 
study (CAPS) 

Biologics for 
Children 

with 
Rheumatic 
Diseases  
(BCRD) 

BSPAR Etanercept 
Cohort Study 
(BSPAR ECS) 

Arthritis  

British Society for 
Rheumatology 
Biologics Register 
(BSRBR) 

Pain  
Studies 

Other  
diseases  

Norfolk Arthritis 
Register (NOAR) 

European 
Scleroderma 

Observational Study 
(ESOS) 

BILAG Biologics in 
Lupus Register 

(BILAG-BR) 

Rheumatoid Arthritis 
Methotrexate Starters 

(RAMS) 

Pain Across the 
Adult LifeSpan 
(PAALS) 

European Male Ageing 
Study (EMAS) 

We want YOU! 
•  The Unit has a ‘Research  User Group’ (RUG)  
which is a group of individuals with an active 
interest in musculoskeletal health, either living 
with a condition themselves or caring for 
someone who does. 
• The group helps the Unit in all aspects of 
research 
• The group currently has 11 members  and they 
meet every 3 months at the Wellcome Trust.  
• If you would like further information please 
contact Nicola.Dale@manchester.ac.uk 
 

The British Association of Dermatologists’ 
Biologic Intervention Register 

 (BADBIR) 

We wish to use our research findings  to: 
  reduce the occurrence of musculoskeletal 
diseases  
   develop clinical tools that will maximise 
treatment response  
   improve the long-term out come for all 
those affected 
  
We intend to use modern technologies to 
develop  electronic methods to collect data 
directly from  study participants, which will give 
patients/families more control in the 
management of their disease. 

http://www.emas.man.ac.uk/Main.asp

