
BRU’s contribution to the MHS and FLS 
Community Open Day 2013 

 
Overview  
This event was held on Saturday 6 July 2013 (11am-3pm) 
in the Michael Smith Building. The public were invited to 
meet researchers running table-top activities, go on lab 
tours and hear short talks from researchers. 
MHS set the objective of ‘showcasing our excellence in 
teaching and research to the public and our commitment 
to Social Responsibility’. This was the first time MHS had 
run this event and jointly worked with FLS on it. 
Approximately 700 people attended from the local 
community and gave extremely positive feedback about 
their experience. 
 

BRU input 
Eight researchers from the BRU shared their enthusiasm and expertise running activities with the 
public on a stand and Professor Ian Bruce gave a 30 minute lecture about his role. This made a 
significant contribution as there were only 42 researchers from MHS at the whole event and only 
one was invited to give a public lecture. The BRU/ARUK stand offered a number of activities:  

 Thermal camera used to show how blood flow can be measured and how this can be 
valuable in scleroderma research; 

 Ultrasound machine used to show the public their own joints and compare that with 
pictures of patients with arthritis; 

 DNA challenges – building models and pairing chromosomes (racing to sort stripy socks!); 

 Posters and leaflets about our research. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feedback 
Over 700 people attended the Community Open Day and many gave their postcode to help us 
evaluate where people had travelled from. 20% were from M13 and M14 postcodes, which were 
the target areas in the immediate neighbourhoods and the others mainly came from Greater 
Manchester, including Bolton, Stockport, Trafford, Oldham and a few had travelled further from 
Leeds, Halifax and Huddersfield. 
 



Visitors were asked to leave feedback on post-it notes 
before they were given a goodie bag as they left. These 
comments have not been reviewed thoroughly, but were 
generally incredibly positive about people finding it fun and 
reporting that they’d learnt a lot. The quote below 
encapsulates the main message from the feedback: 
 

“This was a fantastic event for all ages. We all learnt something. We’ll be 
back next year. Many thanks!” 
 
The researchers gave very positive feedback and many said they were keen to get involved again 
as they had enjoyed the atmosphere and the good organisation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


